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Bula Vinaka! Namaste! 

Welcome to Issue No. 4 of 
the 2010 TI Fiji Bulletin.  

The month  of April has 
been a challenging month 
as everyone puts in their 
ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ¢L CƛƧƛΩǎ Řŀȅ-
to-day work running as our 
Executive Officer Koila Kabu 
is on maternity leave.  

This Issue: 

¶ NZAID and AUSAID 
Workshop boosts TIF 
knowledge on Strategic 
Planning 

¶ ALAC Update 

¶ TI Fiji Represented at 
Youth Day Celebration 

¶ Consumer 
International turns 50 

¶ TI Fiji joins celebration 

¶ NICE Workshops reach 
out to youths 

¶ TI Fiji sets up Youth 
Committee 

¶ Meeting to Strengthen 
Relationship with 
Government 

¶ TI Fiji appoints new 
Communication 
Officers 

¶ Have Your Say 

T 
r a n s p a r e n c y 

International Fiji  

Acting Executive 

Officer / Programme Officer, 

Ms Zena Sherani was part of a 

two-day workshop held at 

Holiday Inn from the 26th to 

the 27th April 2010.  

The New Zealand Aid and 

A U S A I D  s u p p o r t e d 

programme based its topics 

ƻƴ άPlanning Workshop for 

CSO Senior ManagersέΦ  

The workshop was facilitated 

by, Ms Rae Julian. 

Representatives included Civil 

{ƻŎƛŜǘȅ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ό/{hύ 

representatives who were 

mainly Executive Directors 

and Programme Officers.  

The objective of the 

workshop was to introduce 

representatives to writing 

strategic plan for their 

organization including 

vision, mission statement, 

identifying core values, 

goals, monitoring and 

evaluation narrative and 

provid ing  acqui t tal s 

together with receipts.      

Ms Julian provided case 

studies of a situation where 

then people were divided 

into groups to carry out 

activities.  

This was a great learning 

exercise as participants were 

exposed to sharing 

experiences about how 

things were developed in 

t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .   

Emphasis was also made on 

issues that could be 

deve loped for  the 

sustainability of the 

organization in the long run.  

At the end of the workshop 

participants were promised 

certificates which will be 

delivered by mail. 

NZAID and AUSAID Workshop Boosts TIF 
Knowledge on Strategic Planning 

(left) Participants at the ôPlanning Workshop for CSO Senior Managersõ                            

representing various Civil Society Organizations, (right) Ms Rae Julian  
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address issues such as poverty 
reduction, corporate responsibility, 
se rv ic es  and  sust a inable 
consumption as well as advice on 
consumer products, a change in the 
focus of the consumer movement 
broadened from its founding 
principles. 
The Consumers International had 
chosen the theme άhǳǊ aƻƴŜȅΣ hǳǊ 
wƛƎƘǘǎέ and covered topics such as 
consumer issues out from financial 
crisis; major developments to rectify 
deficiency in meeting the safety of 
consumer funds;  f inancia l 
instruments and services and 
products offered; and consumer 
education and financial literacy. 
Mr. Sada Reddy was the Chief Guest 

at the occasion and present were 

representatives from the respective 

banking organizations, stakeholders, 

bDhΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ 

sectors. 

TI Fiji, on the 16th of this month, was 
invited by Consumer Council of Fiji to 
celebrate with Consumers 
International its 50th birthday since 
its establishment in March 1960.  
It began with a group of consumer 
leaders that met at the Hague and 
signed papers to create the 
άLƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
/ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎ ¦ƴƛƻƴ όLh/¦ύέ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ 
birth to the global consumer 
movement. The organizations that 
signed the formation of the new 
body had a common desire to help 
ordinary people make informed 
buying decisions and get value for 
their money. 
 

Since those formative years, the 
consumer movement has grown 
from strength to strength both in its 
membership base and coverage of 
countries, in which includes the 
Consumer Council of Fiji.   
 

The Consumer Council of Fiji today 

 

TI Fiji was fortunate to take part in the 
National Youth Day celebrations on the 
16th of April at the Civic Center 
Auditorium in Suva, emphasizing on 
ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ έOur Key to Growth and 
Prosperity. 

The one-week celebration included 
activities and programmes that 
focused on ways young people can 
contribute to their communities the 
best they can through forums with the 
relevant organization. Guest speaker 
for the occasion was Honorable 
Minister for Education Mr. Filipe. 

He emphasized that the theme 

reflected the direction and focus of 

government efforts for 2010 as set by 

the Prime Minister, Voreqe 

Bainimarama, in his 2010 National 

Budget Address. He added youths are 

significant stakeholders in government 

plans or efforts for economic 

development as they make up 35 per 

cent of the overall population.      

Youths have represented a large 

portion of the prison population, 

crime, sexually transmitted diseases 

and HIV/AIDS statistics to name a few 

of the social problems, Fiji faces.  

With this in mind, the celebration 

focused on helping people recognize 

and mobilize effective actions to 

address youth issues so that these will 

not continue to plague or undermine 

development efforts. The programs 

also gave people the opportunity to 

build and strengthen networks through 

consultations and sports. 

TI Fiji represented at Youth Day Celebration  
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F 
or the month of 
Apr i l ,  the 
Advocacy and 

Legal Advisory Centre 
team have been 
attending to walk-in 
clients and clients via 
phone, drafting 
referral letters, and 

updating them on the progress of 
their cases. ALAC was part of various 
workshops this month as it continues 
to expand its network to the local 
communities. ALAC was part of the 
World Consumer Rights Celebrations 
early this month and the National 
Youth Day celebrations. The ALAC 
team continues to update their Data 
Base Management Systems. 

ALAC phone line is  3584 975 or visit 
their office at 62 Pratt Street, Suva. 

Legal Officer: Marama Tuisawau     
Programme Officer: Tokasa Ramaqa  

Consumer International turns 50 TI Fiji joins celebration 

 The Consumer Council of Fiji invited TI Fiji 
on the 1st of April to join in the celebration 
of the Consumer Council 50th Anniversary 
held at the Fiji National University Campus 
in Raiwai. The event is celebrated world-
wide and marks the achievements of the 
Consumer Council since its inception in 
1960. The chief guest at the occasion was 
the Head of the European Union (EU) Dele-
gation for the Pacific, Chief Guest Ambassa-
dor Wiepke Van Der Goot who stressed the 
importance of reflecting what has been 
achieved by the Consumer International in 
the past 50 years. 
Consumers are the largest sector in the 
economy and are affected by almost all 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΦ CƛƧƛΩǎ /ƻƴπ
sumer Council Chief Executive Officer Pre-
mila Kumar stated the Pacific Island coun-
tries have become the dumping ground for 
inferior products such as low quality and 
fatty meat. Mr. Van Der Goot established 
their support in helping the Consumer 
Council to strengthen consumer rights 
through advocacy and enforcement of con-
sumer protection laws. Mr Goot said that 
the EU funded project aims to empower 
and protect consumers who form part of 
the disadvantaged and marginalized sec-
tions of society by bringing about legal and 
institutional reforms. 



 

NICE Workshops reach out to youths 
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on a free of charge basis. They will also 

be involved in our awareness 

workshops and provide them with 

promotional materials. Our first 

workshop is set for Nadave, Tailevu to 

try and bring on board young people to 

the Youth Committee as volunteers 

and gain as much as they can from 

what all we will share with them. 

from at least one settlement. Our 

young members who will become 

involved in our Youth Committee will 

undergo a TI Fiji training and awarded 

certificates at the end of the training. 

We will secure them as interns 

provided we have the financial 

resource. The will receive a monthly 

TIF bulletin and promotional materials 

TI Fiji has set up a Youth Committee 

that will comprise of representatives 

from various non-governmental 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  g o v e r n m e n t 

departments, provincial offices and 

youths from at least a community, all 

on a volunteer basis. TIF has plans to 

secure contacts with the policing 

community and also mobilize youths 

TI FIJI SETS UP YOUTH COMMITTEE 

{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘŜ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ 
нлмлΩΣ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƻǿ ǘǳǊƴƻǳǘ ƻŦ 
participants, UNDP NICE has taken the 
alternative for Transparency 
International Fiji to conduct workshops 
among young people in the Central 
Division targeting the age group of 16 to 
34 years.  

With the remaining tranche of funds, TI 
Fiji NICE Programme aims to reach out to 
a total of 1,890 youths by the end of next 
month. 

Joining the TI Fiji NICE team to assist in 
the conducting of Civic Education 
Workshops is UNDP NICE trained 
facilitator Josefa Bilitaki from the Catholic 
²ƻƳŜƴǎΩ [ŜŀƎǳŜΣ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ 
partner of the NICE Project. 

Mr Bilitaki is a retired teacher of 33 years 
and with his passion for teaching and 
bubbly personality he has been of a great 
asset to the TI Fiji NICE Programme. 

The team have been working around the 
clock mobilising youths to be part of the 
Civic Education workshops. Sessions have 
begun in the Lami areas, Nakasi, Naboro 
and slowly reaching out to the Tailevu 
areas as well.  

With the help of Mr. Bilitaki, TI Fiji has 
developed a partnership with the local 
Community Policing in reaching out to 
our young people in the Central Division. 
TIF hopes to maintain the relationship for 
future workshops. The team aims to 
wrap up the first tranche by the end of 
the next month. 

  

Waibura Youth  

Naivikinikini, Lami Youth  

Naboro Youth with UNDP                            

NICE Facilitator Josefa Bilitaki  
M.Y.F Raiwaqa Youth  

St. John Bosco, Nepani Youth  

UNDP NICE Facilitator,                                  

Setaita Tavavanabola  


